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CCCOnline Course Syllabus 

 

COURSE INFORMATION 

COURSE TITLE 

CRJ 127: Crime Scene Investigation 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course focuses on basic procedures in crime scene management to include 

photography and preparing initial reports and sketches. Includes processing 

evidence and related criminalistic procedures. Covers interviewing suspects, 
witnesses and victims to include the recording of identifications and descriptions. 

Incorporates lab projects and lecture. 

CREDIT HOURS 

3 

SUGGESTED PREREQUISITE KNOWLEDGE 

None 

 

CCCONLINE COURSE POLICIES 

The CCCOnline Course Policies page contains information about the student's role in 
the classroom, grading policies, and rights and responsibilities. 

  

http://www.ccconline.org/ccconline-course-policies/
http://www.ccconline.org/ccconline-course-policies/
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COURSE MATERIALS 

You can purchase all course materials (texts, calculators, software, etc), either with 

cash, a credit card or financial aid from your home college bookstore. Click on the 
“Ready to Order” option and select the bookstore from which you’d like to make 

your purchase. 

MINIMUM COMPUTER REQUIREMENTS 

To complete this course, you will need regular access to a computer from which 

you can get to the internet and use email. In order to ensure that your course 
functions properly, you must run the System Check. This is a CRITICAL STEP, and 

taking the time to do it now will eliminate a tremendous amount of frustration for 

you later. To run the System Check, click Tools in the course NavBar and then click 

System Check. 

REQUIRED TEXT 

Dutelle, A.W., Becker, R.F. (2019) Criminal Investigation, (5th Ed.) Burlington, MA: 

Jones & Bartlett Learning. 

This text provides information that is vital to your success in this class. It contains 

case studies, visuals and narratives throughout the assigned readings that help you 
gain a deeper understanding of the concepts and importance of crime scene 

investigation. 

LIBRARY ACCESS 

You will need your student ID Number (Your S#) to login to the CCCOnline Library 

should you wish to explore further readings outside of this course.  

  

http://www.ccconline.org/bookstore/
http://www.ccconline.org/bookstore/
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COURSE COMPETENCIES AND OUTCOMES 

STUDENT COMPETENCIES 

The competencies you will demonstrate in this course are as follows: 

A. Describe information to be obtained when responding to a crime scene. 

B. Describe and demonstrate, as the initial peace officer arriving on a crime 

scene, the ability to determine if a crime has been committed, what 

immediate action to be taken and notifications to be made; procedures 

necessary to establish a crime scene perimeter and protect the scene; and 

procedures necessary to locate and isolate witnesses. 

C. Identify basic principle crime scene search techniques including but not 

limited to: grid, spiral or other systematic techniques designed to discover 

relevant evidence both in and outdoor settings. 

D. Explain and/or demonstrate basic crime scene photography techniques, to 

include the three views of the crime scene and camera positions. 

E. Explain and/or demonstrate basic crime scene note taking techniques, to 

include recorded narrative; detailed sequence of events; and evidence 

handling documents. 

F. Explain and/or demonstrate the ability to do an indoor and outdoor crime 

scene sketch utilizing the methods of measurement such as triangulation, 

base line, or rectangular coordinates; the information contained in a legend; 

and the value of crime scene sketches relative to photographs. 

G. Describe the value of more commonly encountered evidentiary items found 

at a crime scene. 

H. Describe and/or demonstrate effective methods and techniques for collecting 

evidence. 

I. Define the differences between an interview and an interrogation. 

J. Demonstrate an understanding of the practical problems encountered during 

interviews/interrogation situations 

K. Demonstrate an understanding of what conditions or actions impact the 

`voluntariness` of statements made by suspects. 

L. Know the importance of statements from both hostile and friendly witnesses. 

M. Able to identify sources of information which would aid in identifying and 

locating suspects or witnesses. 
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N. Show an understanding of the procedures for conducting a basic investigation 

of a major case. 

O. Demonstrate an understanding of the need for sensitivity to the feelings of 

victims, survivors, and witnesses at a major crime scene. 

P. Demonstrate investigative techniques at a mock crime scene. 

The module outcomes that will permit you to demonstrate course competencies 

are: 

MODULE 1 

Outcomes Competencies 
1 Apply the duties of a first responder from arrival through search.  A, B, C, G  
2 Apply various crime scene investigation techniques to a crime scene. C, G, H  

3 Utilize the proper methods in sketching and photographing a scene.   C, D, F, P 
4 Create a police report using the common terminology and format  

used in the field.  B, E  
5 Apply the concept of evidence collection and role of evidence in  

crime scene.  H  
6 Identify the role of informants to the investigation.  M 
 

MODULE 2 

Outcomes Competencies 

1 Determine the reliability of fingerprints as a means of identification  
and the different methods of collection.  G  

2 Differentiate between the different types of evidence at the scene  

and the most appropriate methods of collection.   B, G, H 

3 Assess blood spatter at the scene to construct a logical chain of  
events.  G, H  

4 Explain the importance of bodily fluid evidence and the proper  

methods of collection.  G, H  
5 Create a search warrant using the common terminology and format  

used in the field.   N, P  

6 Differentiate the different types of suspects and witnesses in an  
investigation.  N, P 

 

MODULE 3 

Outcomes Competencies 
1 Examine the role of drugs and toxins in relation to investigations.  B, G, H 

2 Compare and contrast the differences in collecting evidence from  
an electronic scene from a "real" scene.   B, G, H  

3 Differentiate between interview and interrogation and the  

strengths and limitations of each.  I, J, K, M  
4 Apply the role of electronic scenes in investigating crimes.   N  
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MODULE 4 

Outcomes Competencies 
1 Differentiate between manner and cause of death and apply  

to investigations.  A, B, G, J, N, O 

2 Explain the role of medical examiner at the crime scene and  

the importance of proper   documentation.  H  
3 Evaluate arson and explosions in relation to investigations.  N, O, A, B  
4 Differentiate between theft, robbery, and burglary.  A, B, N 

5 Explore differences in assaults and how to be sensitive to the  
needs of victims.  L, N, O  

 

MODULE 5 

Outcomes Competencies 

1 Identify the different roles agencies play during investigations  
in terrorism cases.  A, B, G, H, N  

2 Explain the role of investigators in preparing a case for the court.  N, P  

3 Discuss crime scene investigative techniques in relation to  
underwater investigations.  F, G, H  

4 Examine how different types of science can be helpful in  
identification of body or suspect.  B, H  
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GRADING AND EVALUATION 

METHODS 

Evaluation includes a combination of discussion participation, assignments, projects 

and other evaluations. Rubrics are provided for assignments and discussions. 

GRADING POLICIES 

Mark all module due dates on your calendar for this class. You may submit 

assignments AHEAD of schedule. Late assignments will not be accepted without 

prior approval.  

 

SUMMARY OF GRADING 

Assignment Points % 
Discussions (5 @50 points each)  250 25% 

Quizzes (5 @50 points each)  250 25% 

Assignments (10 @25 points each)  250 25% 

Projects (5 @50 points each)   250    25% 

TOTAL 1000 100% 

Grading Scale 

A = 90 to 100% B = 80 to 89% C = 70 to 79% D = 60 to 69% F = 59% and below 

DISCUSSIONS 

You will participate in five discussions worth 50 points each. To get full credit make 

sure and post within three days of the assignment opening and use outside 
research to make your claim. Respond to peers throughout the week and answer all 

questions posed to you. There is a grading rubric attached to all discussions. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

There are 10 assignments worth 25 points each. Make sure and review the 

instructions for the assignment as well as any grading rubrics attached to the 

assignment Submission folders. 

QUIZZES 

After each module, you will complete one of five quizzes made up of multiple choice 

questions with some T/F and short answer responses. The quizzes are worth 50 
points. Each quiz covers the chapters listed in the module. You will have 60 minutes 

to complete the quiz for each module, and only one attempt is allowed, so it is 

imperative that you read the chapters before you begin. 
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PROJECTS  

There are five projects which are worth 50 points each. These projects may have 

written elements and/or require you to take photographs of your work.  Be sure to 

review the instructions for a project before you begin as it may require supplies to 

complete. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

The Schedule is subject to change as needed. 

This page summarizes all of the graded assignments, discussions, quizzes, and 

reading assignments for the course. If you want, you can print it out and post it 

somewhere handy. 

All assignments are described in detail on the Module Assignment pages. If you 

have questions check there and/or send me an e-mail. 

This course is not self-paced and is not open-exit.  All assignments, quizzes, 
discussions, etc., are to be completed by no later than 11:59 pm MST/MDT of the 

due date. 

NOTE: Important CCCOnline semester dates (e.g., drop/withdraw/term end) appear 

on the CCCOnline calendar. 

 

MODULE 1 

Reading/Assignments/Exams Due Dates 

Read Chapters 1, 3, 4, 8   

Initial Discussion: Student Introductions    

M1 Discussion: Police Informants   

Assignment 1: Police Report   

Assignment 2: Class versus Individual Evidence Worksheet  

Project: Crime Scene Sketch and Photos  

M1Quiz  

 

MODULE 2 

Reading/Assignments/Exams Due Dates 

Read Chapters 2, 5, 6   

M2 Discussion: The CSI Effect    

Assignment 1: Search Warrant   

Assignment 2: Case Study  

Project: Fingerprinting   

M2 Quiz  

 

MODULE 3 

Reading/Assignments/Exams Due Dates 

Review Chapter 3, Read Chapters 7, 12, 14    

M3 Discussion: Electronic Crime Scenes and Digital Evidence    

Assignment 1: Drug Study   

Assignment 2: Chasing the Dragon  

Project: Interview vs. Interrogation   

M3 Quiz  

 

  

http://www.ccconline.org/category/academic-calendar/
http://www.ccconline.org/category/academic-calendar/
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MODULE 4 

Reading/Assignments/Exams Due Dates 

Read Chapters 9, 10, 11, 13    

M4 Discussion: Arson Investigations   

Assignment 1: Case Study   

Assignment 2: Victim Advocacy  

Project: Autopsy Documentation  

M4 Quiz  

 

MODULE 5 

Reading/Assignments/Exams Due Dates 

Read Chapters 15, 16, 17, 18   

M5 Discussion: Preparing a Case for Court    

Assignment 1: Final Investigative Report   

Assignment 2: Report Career Study  

Project: Application of Science to CSI Project  

M5 Quiz  
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